


 What was it? 

 When was it?  

 How did it work? 

 Where was it? 

 Who was it? 

 What happened next? 



What was it? 
The Mississippi State Sovereignty 
Commission was a state agency created 
“to monitor and disrupt civil rights 
activities.” (American Radio Works) 

The Commission’s stated objective was 
to “do and perform any and all acts 
deemed necessary and proper to protect 
the sovereignty of the state of Mississippi, 
and her sister states . . ." from perceived 
“encroachment thereon by the Federal 
Government or any branch, department 
or agency thereof.” 

The Sovereignty Commission was a “spy 
agency and propaganda 
machine.” (American Radio Works) 



When was it? 

The Mississippi State Sovereignty 
Commission (referred to as the 
Commission) was created by the 
Mississippi legislature on March 29, 1956. 

It was the Mississippi government’s 
response to the May 1954 Supreme Court 
decision in Brown v. Board of 
Education stating that segregated schools 
are inherently unequal.  

The Commission was officially dissolved in 
1977.  



How did it work? 

The Sovereignty Commission attempted to  
undermine the civil rights movement  
and maintain white supremacy in the 

following ways:  



How did it work? 

1. Investigating and disrupting individuals and 
organizations that challenged the racial status 

quo, especially civil rights workers.  









How did it work? 

2. Producing segregationist  
propaganda, such as  
this pamphlet 

3. Sponsoring a Speakers’ Bureau to  
argue for the benefits of segregation 



How did it work? 

4. Providing funding for white supremacist groups like 
the White Citizens Councils, an organization founded 
in Indianola, Miss. in 1954 that soon had hundreds of 

chapters across the South.   



Where was it? 
The Sovereignty Commission operated throughout the 

state.  



Who was it? 

The agency included a director, public 
relations director, clerical staff and a handful 
of investigators. It employed private detectives 
and paid informants. 

The governor was appointed ex-officio 
chairman of the Commission. Other ex-officio 
members were the president of the Senate; 
the attorney general; and the speaker of the 
House of Representatives. Two members 
from the Senate and three members from the 
House of Representatives also served on the 
Commission.   



From 1977 to 1998, the records of the 
defunct Sovereignty Commission were 
stored in a sealed vault at the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History in 
Jackson. 

In 1998, all Commission records not 
involved in litigation were opened to the 
public by a U.S. District Court order. 

In 2002, the MDAH made an online full-text 
version of the Commission records 
accessible on its website. 

What happened next? 



Dig deeper! Look in the files. 

•  Access the MDAH Sovereignty Commission digital archives at 
http://mdah.state.ms.us/arrec/digital_archives/sovcom/ 

•  Search or Browse the collection by Name, Folder Title (subject) or 
for Photographs. Search directions are found here: 

http://mdah.state.ms.us/arrec/digital_archives/sovcom/help.php 


